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 “Biblical Greatness Is Evaluated By How One Treats Their Brothers And Sisters In Christ” 

 
Read Mark 9:33-50 
 

The next two paragraphs (9:30-37 and 9:38-50) tell of one idea.  
We will consider them together.  Again notice the contrast 
between His impending death by unspeakable humiliation and 
their quest for personal glory.  The disparity could not be more 
glaring.  The stupidity of the discussion is evident when asked as 
to the content of their discussion (v. 34).  Without waiting for a 
response, Jesus uses a child as a visual aid to teach a simple truth.  
True greatness comes through servitude.  When you love a child 
there is nothing received for loving apart from being loved.  In 

loving a child, there is nothing to be gained by way of power, promotion, popularity, prestige, 
or possessions.  You love the child because of who you are and who they are, nothing more 
and nothing less.   
 
He continues the imagery into the next paragraph or thought.  Christ-like greatness does not 
build walls to block, but bridges to cross.   
 

“He drew a circle that shut me out – 
Rebel, heretic, thing to flout. 

But love and I had the wit to win – 
We drew a circle that took him in.” 

 
Christ-like greatness is open-handed not closed-fisted.  Christ-like greatness embraces 
diversity and celebrates what is held in common.  He picks up the child imagery in verse 42.  
When we set ourselves against the “body of Christ” we are setting ourselves against Christ.  
To reject the people of God (i.e., the Church) is to reject the person of God.  The outcome of 
such action is to go “into unquenchable fire, where their worm does not die, and the fire is not 
quenched” (vv. 44, 46, 48). 
 
The conclusion reveals the intent of the instruction.  If we are at war with the body of Christ 
(“be at peace with one another”), then we have lost our saltiness.  The disciples were at war 
with each other.  They were determined to be on top when the dust settled.  Oh how this must 
have smote the heart of God.  His Son is about to offer Himself up as the ultimate sacrifice for 
sin and His people are arguing about who would be the greatest.   
 
Who would be the greatest among them?  Christ-like greatness is determined by how one 
serves their fellow man and encourages them toward God.  This is the consistent theme 
throughout Mark’s account.  It is clearly stated in Mark 10:45, “For even the Son of Man did 
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not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”  This idea (9:35) is 
going to reappear in 10:31 and 10:44.   
 

“But many who are first will be last, and the last, first” (Mark 10:31). 
 
“and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be slave of all” (Mark 10:44). 

 
This passage is strongly convicting to me.  Consider the following questions:  Are you Christ-
centered or are you self-centered?  Do you bring everything to the cross?  Has your pride kept 
you from reconciling with a brother or sister in Christ?  Does it matter who is right?  If you 
have any outstanding animosity toward a church or ministry or individual, then I call you to 
settle the matter.  What is keeping you from confession, repentance, and restoration?  Do it 
now, without delay. 
 


